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Article Info ABSTRACT
In the last decade (the 1390s in the Persian calendar), the Arbaeen
Article type: Walk, which combines mourning ceremonies with the act of

pilgrimage related to the Third Imam of Shiism, has transformed
into one of the most prominent and popular collective rituals of
Shiites. This rite, at its core, displays a collection of diverse rituals,

Review Article

Article history: .\ ms. and even cultures from devotees and admirers of the Third
i;f;:;%ozzs Imam of the Shiite denomination, belonging to various ethnicities
Revised: 10 and nations. A}ongmde rituals re.lz.lted to the martyrdom of the. Th}rd
Febmar}'/ 2005 Imam, .the discourse of awamng and' concrete and object}ye
Accepted: 19 July messianism forms one of the special behefs of the Twelver Shiite
2025 denomination. For many followers, this belief goes beyond
Available online individual fglth and entails a pe;celveq obhggmon to strlve,_wnhln
29 July 2025 one’s capacity, to shape collectlve_ actions aimed at preparing .the
Keywords: grouqd for the advent of the prom:sed d1v1pe and universal savior.
Ideal Shiite Life In this context, the function o_f preparing the ground for the
Utopia, Shiite ’  reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi the I.m.am.of Fhe Time (may God
Utopia, Arbacen ~ hasten his reappearance)” through participation in the Arbaeen Walk
Walk, Minimal can be heard from most pilgrims, promoters, and custodians of this
Representation, rite. In this study, by reviewing field-based and contextual events
Ethnography, surrounding this ritual, we aim to identify a set of facilitating
Messianism. components that contribute to a minimal representation of utopia-

E namely, the divinely promised ideal and humane way of life in Shi‘i
: thought-while also highlighting the potential obstacles to its
realization within this ceremony. The method employed in this
research is ethnography using tools such as observation, participant

observation, interviews, etc., alongside documentary examination.
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